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Strategies

to Support Families & Communities





ACME Family Resource Center

Child Care Illness Policy

Infants and young children can become ill often when they are in child care programs. Even when the child care staff takes every precaution to keep the area clean and sanitized, viruses are easily spread from one child to another. In order to keep the sickness at a minimum, parents will be required to follow these guidelines:

Children who are ill will not be admitted into child care. Parents need to keep sick children home and notify child care staff of their absence. To protect children from contagious diseases, we require that parents examine their children for signs of illness before bringing them to the center. If your child develops a communicable disease, you must notify the center immediately. A doctor’s letter is required for readmission in cases of serious contagious disease or quarantine. All parents must follow the guidelines below to determine if their child may attend child care.

1. A child with a fever may attend when the child’s temperature has been normal for 24 hours.

2. A child with green mucous must be clear of the condition, or may be required to have a doctor’s note.

3. A child with an earache, sore throat, or a deep hacking, croup type of cough must stay at home.

4. A child with diarrhea must stay home until the stool has been normal for 24 hours.

5. A child with a skin infection or impetigo, or a parasitic condition, such as ringworm or head lice, must stay at home until medical treatments have controlled the condition. A child with head lice must be free of all head lice and nits in order to return to child care.

6. A child with conjunctivitis or pinkeye must have a note from the doctor before returning to child care.

7. A child who has vomited will be readmitted 24 hours after the last incident of vomiting.

8. Chicken pox must be all scabbed over in order for the child to return to child care.

9. Other disease and contagious conditions will be dealt with on an individual basis.

10. All of the above policies, and their enforcement, are left up to the discretion of the child care staff.

Medication

If your child requires medication, you must complete a medication release form. Exact times and dosages are to be written on the form, and it must be signed by the parent. Only current prescription medicine will be given. No non-prescription medicine will be given.
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